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Synopsis

Now available in Spanish, the book Horn Book called A¢a —A“a realistic and compelling account of
a girl growing up too quickly while coming to terms with the cost of freedom.A¢a -Ae | wonder what
it would be like to be free? Not to need wings because you donA¢a -4,¢t have to fly away from
your country?From award-winning author Julia Alvarez comes the story of Anita de la Torre, a
12-year-old girl living in the Dominican Republic in 1960. Most of her relatives have immigrated to
the United States, her TAfA o Toni has disappeared, Papi has been getting mysterious phone calls
about butterflies and someone named Mr. Smith, and the secret police have started terrorizing her
family for their suspected opposition to the countryA¢a —a,¢s dictator. While Anita deals with a
frightening series of events, she also struggles with her adolescence and her own personal flight to

be free.
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Customer Reviews

A¢a -A“Alvarez proves as gifted at writing for adolescents as she is for adults. A stirring work of

art.A¢a -A-A¢a -a -Publishers Weekly, Starred

Now available in Spanish, the book "Horn Book called "a realistic and compelling account of a girl



growing up too quickly while coming to terms with the cost of freedom." "l wonder what it would be
like to be free? Not to need wings because you don’t have to fly away from your country? From
award-winning author Julia Alvarez comes the story of Anita de la Torre, a 12-year-old girl living in
the Dominican Republic in 1960. Most of her relatives have immigrated to the United States, her Tio
Toni has disappeared, Papi has been getting mysterious phone calls about butterflies and someone
named Mr. Smith, and the secret police have started terrorizing her family for their suspected
opposition to the country’s dictator. While Anita deals with a frightening series of events, she also

struggles with her adolescence and her own personal flight to be free.

As a Latin American woman myself, | felt totally connected to the story, the language is rich, story is
fresh and it gives you a feeling that even tough there is so much injustice and cruelty, there is
always a light at the end of the tunnel, it also gives you an incredible view into how you love your
country so much that you are willing to do anything so your children would have a better tomorrow. |
absolutely would have my daughter when she turns 14 read this book, I think it would be great

reading material for a teenager.

Me resulta un poco difAfA cil aceptar que un libro en Kindle tenga practicamente el mismo precio
que un libro impreso, pero sea cual fuere la forma que llegue a tus manos creo que vale la pena
leerlo. Las historias normalmente son escritas a traves o de o sobre sus protanonistas, pero este
libro se sale de esa tendencia: habla de como una niAfA a de escasos 12 aAfA os vive los finales
de una de las dictaduras mas sangrientas en la historia de los pueblos americanos, la del dictador
dominicano Rafael Truijillo. A mi, particularmente, me ha conmovido al punto de soltar IAfAjgrimas

al final de su lectura.

BuenAfA simo, se va haciendo mAfAjs interesante segAfAn avanzas en la lectura. Nos muestra
como era la sociedad Dominicana de ese entonces y algunos acontecimientos claves que pusieron

fin, aunque por sangre, la dictadura de trujillo
La historia estAfAj narrada de manera tan dulce que nos sentimos totalmente cercanos a la
protagonista. La pAfA®rdida de la inocencia y la lucha por la libertad unido a un profundo amor a

su familia. AAfA%n sigo emocionada y con IAfAjgrimas en los ojos. Precioso relato

| read this to help my espanol, but loved the story as well. The level is about right for an



intermediate Spanish reader. The story is personal but based on historical events, so it is
educational as well as heart-warming. | liked it enough to send the English version to my 13 year-old

neice and her mother.

Little is taught about Latin American history in the US. This engaging story will open for you a new

view of lives outside our country.

Totalmente recomendable. Este libro es corto pero te deja agradeciendo el tener libertad. Es un

libro que te engancha por su narracion. Una historia conmovedora y entretenida.

Me gusto, lo recomiendo, es un libro g nos ensena mas acerca de la tirania de un dictador en la
Rep Dominicana. Senti mucho los malos momentos q vivieron estas familias tan unidas, decentes,
de buena clase, solo por tratar de hacer un pais libre y digno. Que pena q haya hoy en dia, muchas

situaciones parecidas a esta en tantos otros paises.... Me dejo mucho. Bertha
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